OUR LADY OF PEACE PARISH

A HOME AWAY FROM HOME

3914 Bloor St. W., Etobicoke, Ontario M9B 1L7 Telephone: 416-239-1259
Email: olpeace@archtoronto.org Website: www.olpeace.archtoronto.org

OUR MISSION
"Guided by the love of God and the teachings of Jesus Christ, we the parish community of Our
Lady of Peace come together embracing diversity and unity, to celebrate the Sacraments, to
study the Word of God, and to provide unwavering support for one another. Through dynamic
liturgical celebrations, meaningful fellowship, and continuous education, we strive to nurture
each person's unique relationship with God and empower them to live out their faith in the
world."”

Our Pastor: Holy Mass
Fr. Biju Kannampuzha Saturday
Tel: 416-239-1259 Ext 3 5:00 p.m.
Office Administrators: Sunday

10:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.
Teresa McNamara &

Rosanne Colavecchia
Tel: 416-239-1259 Ext 0

Tuesday to Friday
9:00 a.m.

Office Hours: Confessions:
Saturday

4:15 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.

Monday to Friday
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Adoration & Benediction
First Friday

Baptisms,
Weddings & Funerals:

Please contact the Parish Office. following 9:00 a.m. Mass.

Our catholic faith has been passed down from generation to generation. Please ensure our faith
lives on for generations to come by remembering your parish in your Will
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Third Sunday of Easter —April 14, 2024

The gift of forgiveness

If we look back over our lives most of us will find
something or other that we very much regret. We might
remember speaking or acting in ways that hurt or damaged
others. We might be aware of not doing something that we
could have done and, that in our heart of hearts, wanted to
do. Sometimes these experiences of personal failure can
leave us very burdened. We can find it hard to move on from
them; they trouble us and we struggle to be free of them.
They can weigh heavily on us and drain us of energy. We can
find ourselves going back in memory to them over and over
again.

The first disciples of Jesus must have felt like this in
the aftermath of Jesus’ crucifixion. During the days of Jesus’
final journey, they had all deserted him. Their mood in the
aftermath of Good Friday can only have been one of deep
regret. They must have felt that their relationship with Jesus
was over. According to today’s gospel, however, the first
words the risen Jesus spoke to his disciples were, ‘Peace be
with you.” These words assured the disciples of the Lord’s
forgiveness. For those first disciples, the initial experience of
the risen Lord took the form of a profound experience of
forgiveness. This was the risen Lord’s gift to them.

The gift of forgiveness can be difficult to receive at
times. We wonder if we are really forgiven. According to the
gospel, when Jesus said ‘Peace be with you’, they responded
with alarm and fright and thought that they might be seeing
a ghost. The risen Jesus then questioned them, ‘Why are you
so agitated, and why are these doubts rising in your hearts?’
It took the disciples a while to realize that they were forgiven.

It is only after the disciples had come to receive this
gift of forgiveness that they were sent out as messengers of
the Lord’s forgiveness to others. According to our gospel, the
risen Lord, having assured them that they were forgiven,
went on to commission them to preach repentance for the
forgiveness of sins to all the nations. It is forgiven sinners
who are entrusted with the task of proclaiming the good
news of God’s forgiving love to all.

This is what we find Peter doing in today’s first
reading. He declares to the people of Jerusalem that,
although they had handed Jesus over to Pilate, God’s
forgiveness was available to them if they turned to God by
believing in Jesus. The church has been faithful to the
mission entrusted to the disciples, proclaiming down the
centuries the good news that God’s forgiveness is stronger
than human sin. In raising Jesus from the dead and sending
him back to those who had rejected him and failed him, God
was declaring that he can raise anyone from their sins. The
risen Jesus reveals a faithful, forgiving God. Today’s 2nd
Reading states this clearly: ‘If anyone does sin, we have our
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, who is just.’

Before we can receive the Easter gift of God’s
forgiveness that comes to us through the risen Lord, we must
first acknowledge our need of that gift. In the words of
today’s 2nd Reading, we need to admit the truth. The truth is
that we are always in need of the gift of God’s forgiveness.
Recognizing our need and asking God for the gift of
forgiveness is what we call repentance. Peter in the first
reading calls on the people of Jerusalem to repent and turn
to God so that their sins may be wiped out. The risen Lord in

/ Bingo & Pizza Night!

the gospel sends out his disciples to preach repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is a
privileged opportunity to admit the truth, to acknowledge
our need of God’s forgiveness and to ask directly for it. In that
sacrament that the risen Lord says to us, ‘Peace be with you.’
The words of absolution include the prayer, ‘through the
ministry of the church may God grant you pardon and peace.’

The first disciples, having received the gift of the
Lord’s forgiveness, were sent to spread that forgiveness to
others. In a similar way, we who receive the same gift are sent
out on the same mission. As forgiven sinners we proclaim
with our lives the presence of a forgiving and faithful God.
We extend to others the gift we have received from the Lord.
This will not always come easy to us. ‘To err is human, to
forgive is divine’ If that is true, we need divine help to do
what is divine.

In the verses that immediately follow where today’s
gospel ends, the risen Jesus promises his disciples that he
would send the Holy Spirit upon them. It is only in the power
of the Holy Spirit that they would be able to engage in the
task that Jesus was entrusting to them. We need the same
Spirit if we are to forgive as we have been forgiven. In the
weeks ahead that lead up to the feast of Pentecost, we might
pray the prayer, ‘Come Holy Spirit, fill my heart and enkindle
in me the fire of your love. We could pray this prayer
especially during those times when we find ourselves
struggling to pass on to others the gift of forgiveness that we
continue to receive from the Lord.

YUESDAY TREASURES
e @@ uoel  Fuy

“Tuesday Treasures Program” every Tuesday
in the Parish Hall from 9.30am-12.30pm.

A beautiful relaxing morning chatting with friends discussing the
Gospel, while enjoying Teas, Coffee & Refreshments

Everyone is Welcome
‘We look forward to seeing you there!

Bring your family and friends to a
fun-filled Pizza & Bingo night on Friday, May 3rd, 6:30 pm
2024 in the Parish Hall.

Admission is $10.00 and includes one slice of pizza,
Caesar salad, beverage and dessert.
Additional pizza slices are $2.00 each.

You will have plenty of chances to win exciting bingo
prizes!

Bingo cards are 3 for $5.00 or $2.00 each. 50/50 raffle
draw.

Reservations are required.

Tickets are available after each Weekend Mass, the parish
office or contact Joan Grima at 647-278-9362
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Third Sunday of Easter —April 14, 2024
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Mass Intentions

Saturday April 13"

5pm
+Derek Reid Requested Colasanti Family
+Bob Kennedy Requested by Kennedy Family
+Maura Tootill Requested Norma Stoneburgh
+Pauline Picciuto Requested Carmin Picciuto
Sunday April 14*
10am

+Vincent Connors

tCarl Stewart Requested by Sheila Ferguson-Holmes
11:30am

In Thanksgiving for Vincento & Lina Corde

Requested by Joan & OLP Social Committee

tAlina Navarro Requested Aristizabal Family

Monday April 15*

No Mass

Tuesday April 16"
9om

+Benito Cimicata Requested by Steve Cimicata
+Rita Leona Kenny Requested by Karen Dellio

9.450m
Our Lady of Peace School Mass
Wednesday April 17*
+Cecilia Plut Requested by Plut Family
Thursday April 18*
9am

+Hector Morrissette Requested by Susan Gagliardi

Friday April 19" 9am
tPalmizio & Emmanuel Attard Requested by Micallef Family

o
5
S

Sanctuary Candle Intentions

Sacred Feaxnt: tTeleuteria & tPedro Tandoc
Requested by the Lopez Family

Sanctuary Candle: tEster & tMelanio Lopez
Requested by the Lopez Family

St. Joseph: tJesus & tMuguel Tandoc

Requested by the Lopez Family

Plgasg pray thosg who arg sick:
€dward Staudinger

bo

Volunteer Appreciation Week: Every
Moment Matters from April 14-20, 2024.

Our Lady of Peace and the Archdiocese of Toronto
would like to acknowledge our wonderful volunteers
and the difference they make in strengthening Our
Church community through their dedicated service
in parish ministry.

We appreciate and celebrate your faithful service
within our parish community.

Thank you for volunteering and making every
moment matter.

THANK YOU!

We appreciate and celebrate your faithful service within our parish community.
Thank you for volunteering and making every moment matter.

“So then, whenever we hove on opportunity, let us work for the good of oll, ond especiaolly for those of the family of foith.”
GALATIANS 5:10

QOOOVOVVVVPVOVVVOVPVV9V9VOO09000

FIRST COMMUNION
We look forward to seeing all our First
Holy Communion Candidates at the
classes that start back this weekend
in the Parish Hall:

Saturday Classes Sunday Classes
April 13t April 14t

3pm to 4.15pm 12.30pm-1.45pm
April 20t April 21t

3pm to 4.15pm 12.30pm-1.45pm
April 27" April 28"

3pm to 4.15pm 12.30pm-1.45pm
May 4th May 5th

3pm to 4.15pm 12.30pm-1.45pm
May nth May 12th

3pm to 4.15pm 12.30pm-1.45pm

QOOOPOVPVVPVPVPVOVVV09V9VOO09000

[ Our lbady Quggen of Peace, Prag for us ]

Pastoral Letters of Reference

If you anticipate needing a pastoral letter of reference from the pastor for applying to a position within the Catholic School
Board, such as a Teacher or a Lunch Supervisor, or for roles like a Confirmation Sponsor or a Godparent, it is crucial to establish
an early connection with the pastor. This ensures that the pastor has the opportunity to become acquainted with you. The
reference letter aims to confirm that the candidate is a practicing Catholic, actively participating in the parish community by
regularly attending Sunday Mass. Please note that a request for a letter of reference may not be fulfilled if the pastor lacks

sufficient familiarity with the individual making the request
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Liturgical Publications 3171 LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 905-624-4422
CATHOLIC CEMETERIES i

FUNERAL SERVICES Harvey Coniracilng

www.catholic-cemeteries.com

\HE STERKMASTzp For your home renovation and repair needs

Quality M Assumption Cemetery Free Estimates Fully Insured
uality Meats ) )
Hand Crafted Burgers & Sausage 905-670-8801 Norm Harvey 416-888-4810
3882 Bloor St. W. Queen of Heaven Cemetery .
416-207-9901 905-851-5822 harveycontracting@rogers.com

V// a4l 427 AUTO LOST
m"’ YOUR JOB?

"Committed to excellence in quality & Foop "d“ RKET " Special Events
service for over 40 years" 5230 Dundas St. W. Sales & Adoptions

Six Points Pl
395 Evans Ave. (Kipling & Evans) 4I1X6_;|;:S_1;;; ThomaS BenStead 3843 Bloor St W 416-233-3496

Office 416-259-6344 « Emergency Tow 416-727-5066 | www.mmfoodmarket.com Emp| Oym e nt |_ aWy e r §i @petvalusixpoints
BLOOR-KIPLING ANIMAL CLINIC|{ W4 *To 416-450-3521 THE PERFECT

[ )
Closed Sundays thomas@debousuet com
New Patients & Walk-ins Welcome ITAI_IAN RESTAURANT De Bousquet PC,

-3 SPOT

PA ADVERTISE

e Estate & Legacy Strategies

e Planning for Retirement 4 I 6 239 I 286 y " .
. [ i .
Daniel Song [ L 3
Financial Advisor m WWW.VI bo'ca f B
416-239-0415 daniel.song@edwardjones.com - e
" g

3804 Bloor St. W. ' "o . .. TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE
416-233-6306 Casugl Fine Dining | Barristers & Solicitors || ueask cavt 905-624-4422
Edward Jones' Private Event
It's time to take a fresh look at your financial strategy. Cate”ng
| preali Swraveeles 2995 Bloor Street West |

'Thonk you forinviting us

LET IT RAIN e A ’_/foserveyou

Roofing & « Live in Care « Personal Care We value your frust.
Home Renovations * Respite Care » Dementia Care

4162396161 YORKE BUTLER PEEL NEWEDUK

TUT 763155 416201288 9059797663 905-828-8000

Celeprating 35 years D%,JSE/%,WMM Lynett Funeral Home
in business | by Arbor Memorial

thornbrookhomecare.ca

Complete Funeral Arrangements.
Affordable Cost Options.

Traditional Burial & Cremation.

905-795-0212| ““iiozssa00

www.dranamarcelo.com

Pre-Planning
3299 Dundas St. W. 416-767-1176

(1 Block East of Runnymede)

= 'y . -". l T
R ST. MICHAEL'S JOIN Us f-H
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1 1 0 COLLEGE SCHOOL
: Mon te San tO : 2#4)  Under the direction of the Basilian Fathers

: :

1 1
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BAKERY

Grades 7 to 12 odmissions@};}ﬁmqs.:c(;
APPLYSMCS.COM 905-891-1890 -

Wednesdays -
Senior's 20% off Bread ] )
'5 Lavington Dr. 416-248-0606! University preparatory
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