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The Catholic Register is conducting its sixth annual children’s Easter drawing contest. The top entry 
in each of 3 categories will receive a $50 gift certifi cate for a day at the movies. The winning drawings 
will appear in The Register’s Easter edition, April 16, 2017.

Rules
• The contest is open to children enrolled in Grades 1-8.
• One prize will be awarded to the top entry in each of these categories: Grades 7-8, Grades 4-6 and Grades 1-3.  
• Entries must be original, in colour, drawn or painted on a page that is at least 8.5” x 11”, and illustrate some 
   aspect of Christ’s Resurrection on the fi rst Easter morning.
• For electronic submissions: minimum resolution 300dpi, in jpeg or PDF format. 
• A completed entry form is required for every entry. All entries must include the signature/authorization of a 
   parent or guardian. Entries become the property of The Catholic Register. 
• Electronic submissions can be sent to lucybarco@catholicregister.org.  (Email entries must include: Child’s Name,  
   Address, Phone number, Grade, Age, and parent/guardian authorization.)
• Judges’ decisions are fi nal and entries may be published in The Catholic Register at the editor’s sole discretion.
• Submission deadline is noon April 7, 2017.

Name____________________________________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________Postal Code________________Age___________

Phone number________________________________________________________Grade______________

E-mail (optional)___________________________________________________________________________

The undersigned is a parent or guardian of the child identifi ed on this entry form. I consent to my 
child’s participation in this contest and I agree to abide by the Contest Rules.

______________________________________________Parent/Guardian Signature
Please send entries to: 
Easter Contest, The Catholic Register, 1155 Yonge St., Suite 401, Toronto, ON, M4T 1W2. 

EASTER DRAWING CONTEST 2017

Set your gaze 
upon the 
stained glass
As a Lenten 
project, take a 
closer look through 
the windows

BY FR. YAW ACHEAMPONG
Catholic Register Special

Have you ever studied the stained 
glass windows in your church? 

If not, make it a Lenten project 
to take a look. Find the stained 
glass window you like best or one 
that amazes you, and reflect on 
what the image is saying. 

Stained glass windows con-
tribute to the beauty of a place 
of worship. They can represent a 
great deal of narrative information 
about our faith. They can also be a 
starting point to prayer, meditation 
and contemplation. 

During Lent, when we are asked 
to turn towards God in prepara-
tion for Easter, prayer and medita-
tion allow us to open ourselves to 
the divine purpose of God in our 
lives.

Our Lady of Peace parish 
in Etobicoke has 10 amazingly 
beautiful stained glass windows in 
the nave. All are on a blue back-
ground, a colour often associated 
with Mary, the Mother of God. 
All of them were made in 1959 
by Nicholas Wagner of Stained 
Glass Windows, Mosaics, Church 
Interiors representing Franz Mayer 
and Co. (Pontifical Institute of 
Christian Art) in Munich.

Several Roman Catholic 
churches around the world are 
named after the Mother of Jesus, 
but Our Lady of Peace Church may 
be unique in that all its stained 
glass windows are dedicated to 
events in the life of Mary. 

One such window depicts a 
woman holding a book for a young 
girl.  Searching the parish archives, 
I found the title of the window: “St. 
Anne teaching Mary.”  

The window is the only one in 
the church showing an event in 
the life of the Virgin as a young 
girl with her mother. There is no 
biblical account of the life of Mary 
until her engagement to Joseph 
(Mt. 1:18). Therefore, I wondered 
about the intention of the artist 
and what his artwork might be 
telling worshippers.  

In the window, a seated St. 

Anne is holding an open book 
in front of a kneeling Mary in a 
prayer posture. Are they medi-
tating on the word of God? The 
colour of Mary’s dress is blue with 
a red cloth around her waist and 
she wears a tiara. The colour of her 
mother’s dress is yellow and she 
wears a white head scarf. 

Mary and St. Anne both have 
halos of the same bright red. A 
dove is at the bottom of the frame. 
The book St. Anne holds has some 
inscriptions which are not legible. 
Like the other nine stained glass 
windows in the nave, the window 
of St. Anne and Mary also has two 
smaller window panes on each side 
of the main window. 

The smaller window pane on 
the left shows an opened book with 
Roman numerals from 1 to 10; the 
other pane shows two hands joined 
together in prayer. With this infor-
mation, it appears that the artist 
intended to give us a clue to what 
St. Anne is teaching her daughter 
— God’s Torah. 

At that time, Scriptures indicate 
women were not allowed to read or 
to teach the Torah. This task was 
reserved for a few men who were 
leaders in Jewish communities. 
We might expect that the father of 
Mary would perform this duty, but 
he was left out, seemingly unim-
portant to the artist. 

My reflection on the window 
led me to see the picture as repre-
senting St. Anne as a teacher who 
was versed in the Torah. Through 
her teaching the word of God to 
her daughter, St. Anne prepared 
her daughter Mary for her future 
role as a servant of God.    

The window also speaks to us 
about our own journey as people 
called to serve. The season of Lent 
calls us to return to God through 
spiritual exercises of reading and 
meditation on the word of God, 
praying with the word of God and 
our desire to follow the precepts of 
the Lord. 

This Lenten season, find some 
time to gaze at a stained glass 
window that amazes you. Reflect 
and meditate on it during your 
journey in Lent. You will be 
amazed at what that window will 
say to you about your own journey 
as a servant of God.

(Fr. Yaw Acheampong is Pastor 
at Our Lady of Peace in Toronto, 
Ont.)

In one of the stained glass windows at Our Lady of Peace Church in Toronto, Mary is being taught about God’s Torah by 
her mother St. Anne. (Photo by Julian Colavecchia) 


