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HOMILY FOR PALM SUNDAY-APRIL 2, 2023 
 
READINGS: Procession of Palms: Matthew 21: 1-11;  
Eucharist: Isaiah 50: 4-7;  
Responsorial Psalm-Psalm 22;  
Philippians 2: 6-11;  
Gospel of Matthew 26:14-27:66 
 
Palm Sunday: Being faithful and generous. 
 
This weekend our Lenten journey brings us to the celebration of Palm or Passion 
Sunday. Palm Sunday ushers us into a special week in the Church’s liturgical calendar 
referred to as Holy Week. During Holy Week, the Church invites us to focus on the last 
stages of the life of Jesus on earth. The celebration of Palm Sunday consists of two 
parts. In the first part, we reenacted Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem with the 
blessing of palms. The meaning of the palm procession is the welcoming of Jesus as 
the saving king who comes to fulfill his appointed role as champion of the people. 
Jesus is being welcomed as a conqueror to set God’s people free from oppression. Why 
did Jesus as a saving king choose to ride on a donkey?  To Hebrews of Jesus’ time, the 
she-ass and her foal were a direct allusion to the prophecy of Zechariah: “Rejoice 
greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to 
you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the 
foal of a donkey (9:9). In Biblical times, the donkey was known as a gentle and docile 
creature and therefore a symbol of peace. Mounting on these animals signaled the 
banishment of war, speaking peaceably and setting prisoners free. In this prophecy, 
the king is pictured as coming humbly and peacefully. By choosing to ride on a donkey, 
Jesus was fulfilling the messianic prophecy of the prophet Zechariah. It is in this 
context, the meaning of Jesus as the messianic king that the liturgy invites us to take 
up our welcoming palms and to join that procession. 
 
The crowd also welcomed Jesus by shouting “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is 
the king who comes in the name of the Lord.” The word “Hosanna”--an exclamation 
to express adoration, praise and joy-- is associated with the celebration of Palm 
Sunday: a celebration of victory. We see that the triumphant celebration of Jesus’ 
entrance exhibited an atmosphere of victory, joy and hope. Jesus is described as a 
savior; he is described as a man of humility, peace and justice.   
 
However, the three readings for the second part of today’s celebration give us a 
deeper meaning of the identity and the ministry of Jesus. The readings describe the 
true mission of Jesus. The first reading from Isaiah speaks of God’s servant, a servant 
“with a tongue of a teacher”. The mission of the servant is not to suffer, though it is 
fulfilled at the cost of extreme suffering. In fact, this servant suffered in carrying out 
his mission. He suffered humiliation, disgrace and pain. Yet, this unnamed servant 
was sustained by his belief that God would not abandon him. The story of the suffering 
servant in the first reading leads us to the Gospel reading from Matthew-- the 
narrative of Jesus’ Passion. At every Palm Sunday celebration we read the Passion 
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narrative from the Gospel of the liturgical year. In this Year A, we read Matthew’s 
version of the Passion. The Gospel reading focuses on the events of Jesus that 
happened in his last hours on earth--the betrayal, the condemnation, the suffering 
and death.   
 
The mission of Jesus, the Son of God is what Paul wrote about in the second reading 
from the Letter to the Philippians. In today’s passage, Paul reminded the early 
Christians that, “Though Jesus was in the form of God … he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death-death on a cross.”  Paul encouraged the early 
Christians to imitate Jesus’ attitude, the attitude of humble service to God.  
 
My brothers and sisters in Christ, we see that in contrast to the atmosphere of victory, 
joy and hope in the first part of today’s celebration, the atmosphere of the second part 
is that of hostility, suffering and hopelessness. Yet the two events cannot be separated 
from each other. As people who believe in Jesus, as we rejoice in his triumphant 
entrance into Jerusalem as our saving king, we are also called to reflect on the 
meaning of his Passion to us. Out of his great love for us, Jesus accepted pain, suffering 
and death on a cross. Today as we reenacted Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, we also 
celebrate his love for us.  
  
A unique symbol of the celebration of Palm Sunday is the palm. We usually make the 
palms in the shape of a cross. The palm in the shape of a cross reminds us of the 
manner in which Jesus died--on a cross. At the end of Mass, we are going to carry the 
blessed palms into our homes. We usually place them around crucifixes and in other 
prominent places in our homes. During Holy Week, let the palms remind us of our call 
to reflect on the meaning of Jesus’ death. As we come to receive the Eucharist, let us 
be faithful and generous in our service to God.  
 
Fr. Yaw Acheampong 


